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How to Add WFS Services to ArcGIS Pro  

WFS Services are similar to map services, except they allow for the 

content of the map service to be downloaded to a local machine. This 

makes the data available for analysis, within the ArcGIS Pro software.  

1. Open ArcGIS Pro and Open a Project.  

2. On the Insert Tab, in the Project group, click the Connections drop-down list and click 

New WFS Server. 

 

3. Enter the full URL of the WFS Service. For MD iMAP, URLs can be found at the REST 

endpoint: https://geodata.md.gov/imap/rest/services  

Note: This URL will exclude “rest” and will include “WFSServer” after “MapServer”  

In the screen shot below, we used the Maryland Incentive Zones service. 

Server URL: 

https://geodata.md.gov/imap/services/BusinessEconomy/MD_IncentiveZones/MapServer/W

FSServer 

For the Version, select the Default version. 

https://geodata.md.gov/imap/rest/services
https://geodata.md.gov/imap/rest/services
https://geodata.md.gov/imap/services/BusinessEconomy/MD_IncentiveZones/MapServer/WFSServer
https://geodata.md.gov/imap/services/BusinessEconomy/MD_IncentiveZones/MapServer/WFSServer
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4. Click OK 

A WFS connection file (.wfs) is created and saved in the project’s home folder. An item 

referencing this connection file is added to the project, and the connection appears in the 

Servers folder in the Catalog pane. 
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5. Expand the WFS connection to view the layers present in the WFS service. Right-click a 

layer and either Add to new map or Add to current map to add the WFS layer to the 

map. You can also add the service to the map by dragging it onto the map or into the 

Contents pane. 

 

 

 

  


